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The Midwife. 
Ghe fIDfDwf€etp anb Il;\urefnq 

Conference. 
The third Annual RIidwifery and Nursing Es- 

hibition was opened at the Royal Horticultural Hall 
on Wednesday, April 27thJ by H.R.H. Princess 
Christian; who was supported on the platform by 
Lady Balfour of Burleigli and i\liss AIice Gregory 
and RIim Lucy Robiiimn, certified midwives. Dr. 
Champneys, in the name of the Conference, thaiiked 
tlie Piincw for her preseiice aiid sympathetic 
interest, land this mas seconded by Sir Dyce Dnclc- 
Tvorth. 

Her Royal Higliiiw, ~II declaiing the Conference 
open, s s p r d  her appreciation of the kind ~ & h  
that die should open thO Conference aiid be its 
President. It was now forty years since she began 
t-o take a deep interest in nursing. Nuises could 
nub be too perfect in oi*dei- to be just what the 
doctor@ mished them to be. 

The P r i i i w  laccepfml a handsome basket of 
flo117ei13, in which the Red Cims s h d  out against 
a white backgiwund, presented by tlie little mn of 
the Organising Secretary of the Esliibition, llr. 
Eriiest Schofield. 

THE CONFERENCE. 
Dr. Chainpneys prwided at the opening Sewion 

Miss Lucy Robinson, certified 

THE LIVINQ WAGE .FOR MIDWIVES IN EXIRAL 
DISTRIOTS. 

Miss hbi i iwii  said that  in the villages and rural 
district5 there were various ways iii whi& midwives 
could be niaiiitained. They could work as’ Queeii’t3 
Nurses in coiiiiection with the Queen Victoria’s 
Jubilee Inskitute, when they were paid a fised 
salary, bwt the greater part of their work was then 
nursing ; under Cbunty Nuirsing Associations, 
when they also had a fised salary, aiicl combinecl 
nursiiag land midwifery ; but all over England there 
were &mall rural districts needing the serviws of 
midwives, and the reply to the question : (( Can EI, 

living wage be niads ont of midwifery alone ” must 
be hi tb0 negative. i%dwives inust have wine 
other means of suppoi%. The average iiiconie of a 
rnsal nitdwife n-orlriiig on her own laccount was 
probably $216 a year. 

Sonietinies inarried women added to their incunie 
by taking midwifery csea. Sometiines wives and 
claughters of the clergy undertook it. But this did 
not touch the fringe of the question. In  other 
European countries niid~vives had the advantage of 
statiis, dar ies ,  aiid pensions. We had i i ~ ~  a 
definite status, but the office of a midwife  vas a 
patriotic and sacred one, and die &.served a s i d -  
aiice. Even if tliak assietaiice war represented ~ i i l y  
by a rent-free cottage it WXIM lie lil great help 
to  her. 

XRferriag to the fact that  wonieli were now 
afraid to render assistance t o  lying-in woiiieii in 

of the Conference. 
inidnrife, presented the first paper, on 

eniergency, Miss Robinsoil told a quaint story of A 
patient ivhoni she had occasion to visit, ~ 1 1 ~  liad 
been alone laiid uliaidd at the tiiiie of her cliilcI’m 
biikh. Slie had rei~clereci first aid to Iicimelf mit2i 
ooiisideiuble sldl, ‘ I  but,” she confcssecl, “ 1 \ma 
liorribly frightened , becauseJ you I c i i o ~ ~  it  is iiow 
against tlie law I 

‘SEE CONI3INED DUTIES OB T H l  DISTRIUT Nunam 
AND M I D  WIVES. 

Miss Rfacqueeii, Nursing Snperi1itendent for 
England, Q.V.J.I., dealt with the above aspect of 
the midrifery question in place of M h  Aniy 
Hughe., ~ l i ~  is on her way to Au&mlia t o  organise 
the distiict iiureing there. Difcurising whether a 
coiiibiiiiation of the dutlieies of iiurse and midwife mlaa 
desirable, and t.he standard for nurses in oouiitry 
district@, illisis Rlacqueeii mid that there was ne 
doubt that; the best l x a h d  nulse (i.e., the 
thoroughly trained Quwii’s Nurse) wlas the b t .  
But there vere two difficulties in her employment. 
They0 weiw only la limited number of ’highly- 
trained i i u i w  willing to work in *he rural dktricts, 
land midwifery does not attract a gre& niaiiy j. 
there were not enough ta go round. Aiid eeooiidly,. 
there were often iid sufficient funds available to 
pay tlie salary of I& fully-traiiied nurm. !Che alter- 
native was &e village museJ nnder the supervi&oii 
of the Superiiiteiideiit of B Cbuiity Nuit4ng Associa- 
t ion. 

The esperience for s is  years of the Queen Vic- 
toria’s Jubilee Iiid3xte proved coiiclusively that 
the duties of nuis8 a d  midwife could be combined. 
There was, moreover, a very liniited demand for 
wmen ~vho wese certified midwives only, but t he  
demand for midwives with twelve monthBJ geiieml 
trainiiig a5 nuiws exceeded the supply. She was 
iiot prepared to say that this ooinbiiiatioii of du t i e  
was ideal, but I& the present day i.t inet a l i d .  In  
conclusioii Mim Macqueen said that district nwsing 
71-as we of t110 gseatest preveiihve agencies of 
mnodeiii times. 

The Discussion was opened by the Hon. Lady 
Acland, who said that the ~vorlr of midwives in the  
rural disrt&te was onerous land not very ppiillar, 
and they sliodd iiot be espcted to do all they did 
ror iiotliiiig, or be in oonstmit aiisiety ooiiceriiing 
t b i r  daily b r e d .  

Mis. Eddie (Natioiial Amciatioii of Midwives) 
said that iiatioiially laiid oollectively we paid for 
Dreadnoughts for the safety of the country, ancl: 
why not pay iiatioiially aiid oollectively for inid- 
wives for the same purpose. she tvw opposed to 
conibiiiing midwifery aircl miming. She thonglit 
niid\vives should specialiw in the one thing land 
keep to  that. She did not approve of midwifery 
being undeikaken for pocket-ni.onep wages. That 
wa8 Ireepiiig down the payineiib of the ~voineii who 
had to inaint&i tht.m.wllr.cr;. Slis put tlio living 
wage for a iiiiclmife, at 100 case< p w  annum, at 15s. 
each, 

Dr. nygott (lf.O.TX., Raslcing), coiiiniented 
fitrongly 011 tlio €act that ,wnie amoiations do iiot 
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